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(54) PICTURE DIRECTION DISCRIMINATING METHOD 

(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To rotate a picture into a correct image to 
output the picture by discriminating the direction of the 
picture in accordance with positional relations or hands 
and legs to the face to automatically discriminate the 
direction of the picture including the face of a person. 
CONSTITUTION: A scanner 2 optically reads the color 
original picture on a film 1 and obtains B(blue), G(green), ^ 
and R(red) values of respective picture elements by ^ 
color separation. These values are amplified by an r^T 
amplifier 3 and are converted into digital data by an A/D **rt 

converter 4 and are inputted to a CPU 5. The CPU 5 

executes processings for discrimination of the direction 

or true picture. That is, a race candidate area as the "~~ 7 T/y 
part where the face of a person is photographed is i 
extracted from the picture, and hand and leg candidate 
areas as parts where hands and legs of the person are 
photographed are extracted. The direction of the picture 
is discriminated in accordance with positional relations 
of hand and leg candidate areas to the face candidate 

area. For example, it is discriminated that the direction of the picture is correct when hand and 
leg candidate areas exist under the face candidate area. 
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